
THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
Ref: __________

Risk Assessment Sheet
Sheet No: __________

	Service: C&L
	Description of Work Activity or Area of the Workplace Assessed: Outdoor Learning within school grounds
	Name of Assessor:

	
	
	Sam Muir

	Area: Skye
	
	Date completed:

	
	
	19/01/23

	Location: Dunvegan
	Click here for Highland Council’s guidance notes re risk assessments.
	Date of Review:

	
	
	31/08/23

	Step 1
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4
	Step 5

	List potential Hazards here:
	List groups of people at risk from hazards.  Including those most vulnerable:
	List existing control measures or note where information may be found:
	Calculate the residual risk taking the presence and effectiveness of existing measures into account:

Severity  x  Likelihood  =  Risk Rating


(1 to 3)
(1 to 3)
	List further control measures necessary to reduce risk to an acceptable level and date of  their proposed introduction:

	Trips, slips and falls resulting in injury
	All children and adults
	First aider on-site with first aid kit
Site regularly checked for tree roots, debris and sharp rocks

Site checked after storms and high winds for fallen branches and debris on the ground
Appropriate footwear

Avoid highly muddy areas on an incline

	1
	2
	2
	

	Bites and stings from wildlife
	All children and adults
	Adult check site for signs of wild animals before activity – prints and droppings
Do not approach wild animals – remove children from site safely and calmly

Look for nests in trees and on the ground – avoid

Ask parents to apply midge repellent before school 


	1/2
	1/2
	1/2
	

	Poisoning or rash from touching or ingesting poisonous plants
	All adults and children
	Pre site inspection for poisonous species.
Pre activity safety discussion about poisonous plants.
Identification of dangerous plants with children
Strict DO NOT EAT policy on all wild plants
Avoid areas with dangerous plants

Appropriate adult / child ratios

Ensure all children are within adult sight at all times
Partner children up in pairs or groups.
	2
	1
	2
	

	Drowning in pond
	All children
	Keep children close and in supervised groups to avoid play near pond when not working at pond

High levels of supervision around the pond
When working at the water, children test water depth with a stick

Avoid working at the pond when banks are slippy

Pre activity discussion about safety near water

Maintain calm and appropriate behaviour
	3
	2
	6
	Safety fencing around the pond – currently in planning process

	Weather – sunburn, heatstroke, wind chill, wet/cold, lightning strike, strike from debris in high winds
	All children and staff
	Check weather forecast ahead of activity and plan for appropriate protection/clothing – ie. Sun hats, long sleeved tops, waterproofs, woolens.

Have water available to drink for all children

Avoid Outdoor learning in thunderstorms or high winds.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Inappropriate use of tools and equipment resulting in injury such as impalement, laceration, bruise, loss of limb, abrasion 
	All children and adults
	Pre activity check of tools and equipment
Pre activity discussion on how to safely handle tools and equipment

Appropriate supervision when children are using equipment

Modelling of correct and safe use

Ensure safe storage of tools and equipment

Children work in pairs or small groups to support each other in safe use
First aider on site with first aid kit

	3
	2
	6
	Use high risk tools such as saws and hammers in small highly supervised groups only

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Assessor Signature
	Samantha Muir
	Grade / Location
	Head Teacher / Dunvegan
	Date
	19/01/23



* Note – Risk Ratings of 4 or more are significant and require further action to control risk


